2o8  RECOLLECTIONS OF A REBEL REEFER
poor innocent midshipman out of several years' growth. Several years afterwards Kennon served in the Egyptian Army where he was a full colonel and I was again his junior. He seemed to take a delight in telling his brother officers how, as he described it, he had once been "ordered forward by a d------d midshipman!"
From the Patrick Henry we could see the constant movement of troops, both Union and Confederate, on the north side of the river, where they frequently clashed in skirmishes ; but this sort of thing was so common that to break the monotony two of the midshipmen got permission to go ashore, and improved the time by fighting a duel with muskets.
One morning we saw our soldiers hastily constructing a pontoon bridge on the river a short distance above where we were anchored. We soon learned that the cause of their activity was that General Grant's troops had surprised and captured Fort Harrison during the night, and that Fort Harrison was the key to our advanced line of defenses on the north side of the stream. The bridge was no sooner completed than Hoke's North Carolina division               |
were rushed across it.   These were the best-dressed and               j
best-cared-for troops  in the  Confederate Army, as the               I
State, with commendable paternalism, owned its steamers               f
and had gone into the blockade-running business on its               j
own account.                                                  '                                 j
Believing that the object of the sudden movement was      .         | to retake the fort, Midshipmen Carter, Hale, Wright, and               {
myself asked and received permission to go ashore and               |
see at close range the coming fight.  Following the troops               !
we saw them form their line of battle in front of the fort               |
and its outlying breastworks, while the shells of the enemy               |
were bursting over their heads as well as in front, behind,               j
and among them. Soon we heard the rumble of the wheels               |
of gun carriages and caissons, as our light batteries came,               |
at the gallop, from the rear and dashed through the spaces               !we will slip by her in the night.
